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Wednesday Dinner

Dinner will be served ½ hour early on Wednesday

evening to allow more time to prepare for and travel to

the Ball at The Astors’ Beechwood.

Directions from Portsmouth Abbey :

Turn left onto Cory's Lane, drive to the intersection

with route 114, turn right onto 114 and almost imme-

diately, at the first light, turn left onto Hedley Street

(there is a sign to Portsmouth Business Park).  A little

over ½ mi. down Hedley Street there is a stop sign,

with a second stop sign almost immediately beyond it.

Go straight at the first stop sign and turn right

at the second onto route 138 south.  Go ap-

proximately 4½  miles on Route 138; 138 inter-

sects with 138A (Aquidneck Avenue) at a

Dunkin Donuts, turn left onto 138A.  Follow

Aquidneck Avenue for about 2 miles, it eventu-

ally intersects with Memorial Blvd.  Turn left

onto Memorial Blvd., which bears right and past

Newport's First Beach (on left).  Follow Memo-

rial Blvd. up the hill to the first major intersec-

tion with traffic lights (which is Bellevue Av-

enue).  After turning left onto Bellevue Avenue,

go approximately 1½  miles; Beechwood is on the

left just after Rosecliff and just before Marble

House (watch carefully as the sign can be diffi-

cult to spot).  If you get to Marble House, turn

around.  As parking is limited, carpooling is en-

couraged.

A brief History of Beechwood

and the Astors

Caroline Schermerhorn married William Backhouse

Astor in 1853. She brought long lines of established

social background to the Astor fortune and became

the undisputed Queen of  American Society. Caroline

Astor insisted upon being called "The Mrs. Astor" by

family and friends.  With the help of  a southern gentle-

man, Mr. Ward McAllister, she devised the famous

"400," a list of 213 families and individuals whose

lineage could be traced back at least three generations.

Beechwood was built in 1851 for a southern cotton mer-

chant named Daniel Parrish; the architects were An-

drew Jackson Downing and Calvert Vaux. William

Backhouse Astor, Jr., purchased the mansion in 1881,

and it became the social center for New York Society

for twenty-five years of  the Gilded Age. William B., as

his wife called him, was the grandson of John Jacob

Astor, the German immigrant who made himself  the

richest man in America by investing in fur trading and

real estate. Even in 1999, he was listed as the fourth-

wealthiest American ever (Microsoft's Bill Gates was

fifth)

1890’s ball at

the Astor’s Beechwood

Wednesday, 580 Bellevue Avenue, Newport

Swap and Sell

Wednesday, Auditorium

The Vintage Swap and Sell will be held Wednesday

afternoon in the Auditorium.  Everyone is welcome to

bring items to sell or trade.  You might find what you

have always wanted to complete that vintage outfit,

or something you never knew you needed, to add to

the pile of  stuff  in your room.  Really, you need it.  Please

see Barbara Pugliese if you need table space.

Cold Comfort
Aunt: Phillida. “The last time I went to a grown-up Fancy Ball, I went as a Wasp.  That was

only ten years ago.” [Sighs Deeply] I don’t suppose I shall ever again go to a Fancy Ball as a

Wasp!”

Mary. “Hardly as a Wasp, Aunt Phillida.  But you’d look very splendid as a Bumble-Bee!”

Punch, 11 May 1895



.

The Astors hired architect Richard Morris Hunt to cre-

ate an atmosphere at Beechwood that would be worthy

of  America's finest citizens. The family invested two

million dollars into the renovations. Caroline Astor pre-

sided over countless social activities during the eight

weeks of each year she visited Beechwood. The high-

light of  every summer season was Mrs. Astor's Sum-

mer Ball. Mrs. Astor retired from social life in 1906.

She lived quietly until her death in 1908.

After Mrs. Astor's death, her son John Jacob Astor, IV,

inherited Beechwood. In 1911 he remarried a much

younger woman named Madeleine Talmadge Force;

their ceremony was held in the ballroom of Beechwood.

After the service the couple headed to Europe to es-

cape the gossip of  their union. Unfortunately, they were

returning to New York on the RMS Titanic. Madeleine,

who was five months pregnant, survived. Her husband,

Titanic's most wealthy passenger, did not.
-text courtesy of

The Astor’s Beechwood Mansion
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Summer Garden Tea

Wednesday, Manor House Lawn

Come have a snack, play croquet, or relax and chat

with other Dance Week participants.  Casual dress, mod-

ern or vintage, is welcomed.

The Delineator, May 1920
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About

Glen Manor

House

In 1920 H. A. C. Taylor, a prominent farmer who also

owned homes in New York and Newport planned to

build a proper home on his farm.  He hired architect

John Russell Pope, designer of  the Jefferson Memorial

in Washington, DC.  His French style design for the

house was based on the Petit Trianon at Versailles, and

was unique for the area.  Although Mr. Taylor died

before work began in 1921, his son Moses continued

the work.

The Taylors moved into the house in 1923 and lived

there for many years.  Reginald, Moses’ son, sold it to

the sisters of the Sacred Heart, who moved their

Elmhurst School to the property in 1961.  When the

school closed in 1972, the town of  Portsmouth pur-

chased the property.  Glen Manor House now provides

an exquisite setting for special functions.
- excerpts from information provided

by Glen Manor House

Directions from Portsmouth Abbey:

Turn left onto Cory’s Lane, drive to the intersection

with route 114, turn right onto 114 and almost im-

mediately, at the first light, turn left onto Hedley

Street (there is a sign to Portsmouth Business Park).

A little over ½ mi. down Hedley Street there is a

stop sign, with a second stop sign almost immedi-

ately beyond it.  Go straight at the first stop sign and

turn right at the second onto route 138 south.  Go

approximately 2 miles on Route 138, and then turn

left on Glen Road; landmarks as you approach Glen

Road are a big sign on the right just before the turn

(“Daniel Chapter One”) and the “Old Almy Village”

directly across from Glen Road (if you reach the state

police barracks you have gone too far).  Go to the

end of Glen Road (approximately 1 mile) and turn

right onto Coelho Drive.  After passing the Elmhurst

School on the left, the road ends at the courtyard in

front of Glen Manor House.  Passengers may be let

out at the door; parking is back up the hill across

from the school.

Formal Dinner and Ragtime Ball

Thursday, Glen Manor House

Coelho Drive, Portsmouth

“The Glen,” as it is referred to by locals, is the setting

for Thursday’s formal dinner and Ragtime Ball.

Femina, January 1, 1914
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Newport 2007 and 20th anniversary

Photograph Gallery

For the last few years many people have submitted

discs of their photos for inclusion on our website,

creating a wonderful page of  memories.  Many thanks

to Peter Lee for creating the 2006 photo website!  We

would like to do the same thing for the 2007 week and

for the last 20 years of  Newport memories, we

especially need images and recollections of the first 3

Newports.  If  you have photos you would like to

include please send them along!  The  address of the

page will be given out when the page is uploaded.

Please give discs/photos to Katy or Ben Bishop or send

them to the address on page 4, attn: Katy Bishop (tell

us if you want them returned).

Here are the addresses of  existing Newport photo

pages:

Newport Photo Galleries Archives

2006:
http://www.ccs.neu.edu/home/kenb/
NewportPhotoWeb2006/index.html

2005:
http://www.vintagedancers.org/newport05/

2004:

http://www.vintagedancers.org/newport04/
2003:

http://www.vintagedancers.org/newport03/main.html
2002:

http://www.vintagedancers.org/newport02/main.html
2001:

http://www.vintagedancers.org/newport01/main.html
2000:

http://www.vintagedancers.org/newport/n_00_pics.html

For Further information on the Dance Week

or vintage dance please contact:

The Commonwealth Vintage Dancers at:

c/o Katy Bishop, P. O. Box 9, Nahant, MA 01908

(781) 662-8344

or e-mail Query@VintageDancers.org.

visit CVD on the web at:

www.VintageDancers.orgThe Ladies’ Home Journal, May 1915


